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Ambiguous 
The examining council asked a vague 
or misleading question. 
 
Argumentative 
The examining council made a 
statement rather than asking a 
question. 
 
Asked and Answered 
The examining council repeated a 
question that the witness had already 
answered. 
 
Badgering 
The examining council intimidated the 
witness or behaved improperly. 
 
Calls for a Conclusion 
The examining council asked the 
witness to provide a conclusion rather 
than an observation. 
 
Calls for Speculation 
The examining council asked the 
witness to guess something they could 
not know. 
 
Compound Question 
The examining council combined 
multiple questions into one sentence. 
 
Hearsay 
The examining council asked the 
witness about something they did not 
directly observe. 
 

Relevance 
The examining council asked a 
question not related to the case. 
 
Incompetent 
The examining council asked the 
witness about something beyond their 
capacity to answer. 
 
Lack of Foundation 
The examining council asked the 
witness about evidence or information 
they were not yet familiar with. 
 
Leading Question 
The examining council asked a 
question that suggests the answer 
(only allowed in cross and re-cross 
examination). 
 
Narrative 
The examining council asked the 
witness to tell a long story instead of 
providing facts or events. 
 
Non-responsive 
The witness did not answer the 
question they were asked. 
 
Nothing Pending 
The witness spoke about something 
unrelated to the question they were 
asked. 
 
Privilege 
The examining council asked the 
witness a question that they are 
protected by law from answering. 
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